Authors and Works
MayflowerHistory.com
Contains an extensive collection of primary documents from early Massachusetts settlements. Site includes information on the Mayflower passengers, Pilgrim history, and the early Plymouth Colony. (Caleb Johnson, Vancouver, WA)
Why Do We Remember Revere? Paul Revere's Ride in History and Literature
Provides a lesson in which students explore historical accounts of Paul Revere's ride and Longfellow's poem. They consider why this event has such a prominent place in American consciousness. (National Endowment for the Humanities, Washington, DC)
Salem Witch Trials
Provides archives on the Salem witch trials with background information, original documents, and links. (Peabody Institute Library, Danvers, MA, and Electronic Text Center, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA)
Declare the Causes: The Declaration of Independence
Offers a lesson which focuses on the complaints that motivated the writing of the Declaration of Independence. Students examine the way social purposes and historical circumstances shaped the writing process and structure of this historical document. (National Endowment for the Humanities, Washington, DC)
Fire and Ice: Puritan and Reformed Writings
See especially Fire and Ice: Poetry, a digital collection of poems by early Puritan poets, including links to texts by Anne Bradstreet, Michael Wigglesworth, and Edward Taylor. Though this is a personal page with a commercial address, it is well presented and includes many important texts by early Puritans. (Bill Carson, member of the Oxford Presbyterian Church, MI)
Memoir and Poems of Phillis Wheatley
Provides a brief memoir, the frontispiece portrait, and e-texts of Wheatley's poems. (University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC)
Selected Poetry of Anne Bradstreet
Features the texts of eleven poems with background information. (University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada)
Resources
Divining America: Religion and the National Culture
Designed for secondary schools, this site has been created by scholar-specialists and provides background on the Salem witch trials and other historical developments in American religion during the Colonial and Revolutionary periods. (National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, NC)
Documenting the American South
Provides a collection of online texts and primary resources on the history, literature, and culture of the South from colonial times to the 20th century. The site includes a collection of slave narratives and Civil War documents. (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC)
Norton Anthology of American Literature
Provides background information on American literature to 1820 with links, timelines, thematic discussions, author biographies, and other resources. (W. W. Norton & Company, New York, NY)
Nature Transformed: The Environment in American History
Offers a scholarly essay prepared for teachers on the theme "The Puritan Origins of the American Wilderness Movement." (National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park, NC)
Dramatizing History in Arthur Miller's The Crucible
Provides a teacher-created, NEH-approved lesson plan with links to other relevant web sites. (National Endowment for the Humanities, Washington, DC)
Voice of the Shuttle: Colonial to 1800: Authors, Works, Projects,
Provides links to texts and background sites on colonial American Literature. (University of California, Santa Barbara, CA)
Early American Literature to 1700
Functions as an online textbook providing background information on authors, literary periods, bibliographies, and study aids. From the web site PAL: Perspectives in American Literature, see also Early American Literature 1700-1800. (Paul P. Reuben, California State University Stanislaus, Turlock, CA)
American Literature Gateways
American Memory
Offers a broad collection of American studies materials for both history and literature. (Library of Congress, Washington, DC)
American Studies at the University of Virginia
Offers hypertext editions of American works. This site also contains archive collections, annotated links, online texts, and virtual classroom collections. (University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA)
American Literature Sites
Provides resources for teaching American literature and includes an American Authors section with numerous digital texts and teaching materials. (Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA)
Online Texts
Electronic Texts for the Study of American Culture: Hypertexts
Provides digital versions of American literary works and links to electronic texts in American literature. (University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA)
The Online Books Page
A searchable index of thousands of books. See also A Celebration of Women Writers, which has a worldwide bibliography and detailed catalogue of electronic texts. (University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA)
